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Mr, Keith “the magic man' entertains chil-
dren with his magic show and conveys a
meaningful lesson at the same tme,

From age 12, when onc of his fricnds
fooled him with a magic irick, Keith Kamok
has been fascinated with magic. Through
the VEars, he las played with it, then put i
away, then started playing with it again, sev-
eral times,

“1 mever thought | would do i
professionally. 1 wenl 1o
college, and god on with
my life. But it was al-
ways 4 hobby. In re-
cemt vears, 1 staned
thinking that time is
minning cat. IF1 ever
want to do anything
with it, it has o be
now,” says Karmnok.

Kamok and his wife
have Tour chilbdren, so when
he decided 1o pursue his magical
abby ile most natural thing for lim wias to
put on shows for FIII'I'K.L"'II'IL'IJH

“Those little keds are not so interesied in
how things work, they just want 1o laugh
and have fun T|"||.!':.' seermed like they liked
my show,” he says.

Fromothe preschool shows Keith Kamaok's
name came out, and he got more gigs. He
o does shows for all age groups,

“I now perform for people of all ages,
from preschool to college students and as-

Little
kids are not
so interested in how
things work, they just
wan{ fo laugh and
have fun.

- Keirh Karnok

The magic man is a full-time University
professor ot UGA, and uses his vacation
time to go off campus and perform,

“Professors have quite a bit of vacation,
but they hardly ever take it. Rathcr than bos-
ing that time, [ will take off half & moming,
when | don't have anyihing ¢lse going on ol
the campus, and go do a magic show,” says
Karmok._

His shows teach kids about the dangers of

drugs, the joys of reading books, caling
healthy, safety, attitude and dif-

ferent opics,

“There has 1o be a mes-
sage. They have to
learn something, for
the school o allow
them to make time
for a show. Maybe it
will make a differ-

ence,.” he says,

His wife. Mehnda

kamok, helps him ot
"She videotapes miy =kws,
and does balloon twisting and [xe
painting. She is very much involved. It's a
thing we do iogether, which 15 a bot of fun,”
Farmok says,

His character is o magician who messes up
everything. The kids love that. He will try
o do o magic trick, but when he messes it
up, he will make the kids say the “magic
words" and they will make 11 work. His big
hit s hig bard, Yern, who is & puppet he uses
for his ventriloguist act, He usually ends his
pct with that.
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Keith Kamok is a professor at the University of Georgia, but his passion is just
as much entertaining kids of all ages with his magic act.

have him on my arm, and make him grab
my hat with his beak ond pull my sus-
penders, those kinds of things. | cnd my
show with summing things up with Vern
He has to leamn about the themse of the day,”
says Kamok.

He ook a ventriloguism study-at-home
course, and it took him months o leam.

“1 am cumently working on geiling an-
wiher voice, and eventually getting a secomd
puppel. That way | can have ome on each

the middle. But it is incky to do. You have
to keep vour gwn voice infact in the middle
of it he say=,

The puppcts come from o company thint
sellz all kinds of puppets. Karnok =ays he's
going to go and demonstrate his new voic,
and sec if they can help him find a puppel
that fins that voice,

Mr. Keith, or Dr. Kamok at the University,

Picase see ‘Karnok

sisted living residents,” e says. “The kids sometimes think he's alive, |

sometimes uses magic in the classroom.

“It helps me illustrate a point. When I do i, it really hits
home. | brought the bird once. It really gets the students”
attention. | try to spice things up and illustrate things. My
strength is teaching. But it is my responsibility to make
sure the students learn something. 17 they sleep through
my classes they're not going to. | think magic has made
me a better teacher, iﬂntlhelmtlm:herhuihn made me
| & better magician,” he says, :
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